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PROFORMA LETTER OF OBJECTION TO VARIATION

CONTENTS TO BE TAILORED / PERSONALISED
Please send letter to KHitH Action Group NOT direct to Adjudicator

Dear Sir
Surrey County Council’s proposed Variation to Determined Admission Arrangements for September 2008 for the Howard of Effingham School
I am writing as a concerned [ parent and] resident of [East]/ [West] Horsley in Surrey to object to Surrey County Council’s (SCC’s) proposed changes for admissions to our only local secondary school; the Howard of Effingham ( The Howard).
For over 40 years children from the villages of East and West Horsley have attended The Howard; their only local secondary school.  Changes made by SCC to September 2007 admissions resulted in many Horsley children not getting a place at the Howard and being offered places at several different schools many miles away, involving long and difficult journeys to get there. 

The 2008 admissions criteria are very similar to those for 2007 and without change will have the same affect.  SCC recognises that change is needed and has asked you to consider a proposal for change.  I object to SCC’s proposal, because it does not address the needs of children who live in a rural community with only one nearby school.
What is proposed will not be an improvement and may even worsen the chances of Horsley children getting a place at the Howard:

There are approximately 330 year six children at the proposed partner schools.  The Howard has 240 places. Even allowing for such factors as children going to schools outside of the area or outside of the maintained system ,there will be oversubscription.
In the event of oversubscription, a tiebreaker based on the distance from home to school applies.  No account is taken of the rural nature of the area in which we live or distance to the next nearest school.

The 2007 situation shows the impact of such a simple measure of distance when used as a tie-breaker.  The proposal does nothing to alleviate this situation for children at the partner schools
Not all Horsley children attend a partner school.  The local partner schools are often oversubscribed.  The proposal worsens their chances of getting a place at the Howard.

SCC’s published policy and the proposed change do not give priority to children in rural areas who would otherwise have a disproportionately long journey to an alternative school. They also appear at odds with a “green” transport.
The Keep Horsley in the Howard Action Group continues to consult with SCC and has developed alternative variations which prioritise access to schools for children in rural areas who only have one nearby school.  I encourage you and SCC to consider the options developed by the Action Group, they address the fundamental issue.
Yours sincerely
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