                                        Sally Williams
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                                        KT24 6AD

                                        Phone: 01483 282446
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                                        Tuesday 6 March 2007

Dear Sir Paul Beresford,

I am writing as a concerned parent of children in year 5 and 3 at the

Raleigh school in West Horsley, where 25 of approx 60 current year six

children have, for the first time ever, failed to obtain places at our

only local secondary school, the Howard of Effingham.  A further 5

Horsley families with children at other schools are similarly affected.

  Both my husband and I grew up in Horsely and went to these schools

ourselves, as have many other parents at the school, and all we want is

for our own children, and others in the village, to have the same

opportunities that we had.  I am deeply concerned for the year 6

children, who have grown up together, and are now being allocated

places at 3 different schools 10 to 13 miles away, as opposed to the

Howard, which is 2 to 3 miles away. Most of the children concerned have

not been allocated to any of their listed choices per their

applications.

I understand that this has arisen as a result of the application of a

new admissions process across Surrey this year. I am somewhat surprised

that when undertaking this new process, it appears that basic common

sense checks to ensure that "exclusion zones" were not created, were

not made on the initial results. I understand that in some cases places

have been allocated to children who have many other equally near

schools to choose from, whereas in Horsely there is only one close by

school, being the Howard. Additionally, in calculating the distance

from Horsley to the school, no account appears to have been made of a

new SCC paid for "safe route to school", that cost us as taxpayers over

£30,000.

If this situation is allowed to continue, apart from the enormous

emotional damage to the children concerned, it would appear to make a

complete nonsense of government policies in respect of:

- increased parental choice

- healthy lifestyles for children (due to inability to walk or cycle to

school)

- the environment (due to long car journeys)

- supporting local communities

It is imperative that we obtain your swift support.  There are 30

families in Horsley impacted by this and all of them are absolutely

devastated.  But the ripple affect goes much much further and nearly

every parent at the school, where there are over 400 pupils, is

concerned.

The most sensible solution to the current mess is for someone such as

yourself in a leadership role to step in and persuade the council to

investigate putting in an additional class at the Howard for this

intake, and revisiting the admissions process well ahead of next year

to ensure that communities such as Horsley do not end up in a no mans

land in future years.  In previous "baby boom" years such a solution

has been adopted, with this being undertaken in the 1970's for my own

sister's year group and again more recently in the 1990s.

Surely this is the best solution, from:

- an emotional perspective for the children and parents concerned

- a cost to the taxpayer perspective, when the costs of 30 appeals,

transport to alternative schools, etc are considered

I cannot impress on you enough how important it is to every one of our

village's children, and the wider community, for you to get involved in

resolving this problem.  It should not take a great deal of effort as

the solutions are there for the taking, however, without your influence

I am not convinced that those responsible for the current decisions

will choose to address the problems created for this year's intake.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Sally Williams

