Dear Mr Delaney

Secondary Transfer – September 2007 – Howard of Effingham School

Firstly I would like to apologise for the delay in my response.  This is entirely due to the pressure of work.  I am also sorry that recently some parents in East and West Horsley have had disappointing news with regard to their child’s transfer to secondary school.

As you will appreciate Howard of Effingham School is a very popular school and was this year again very heavily oversubscribed.  Unfortunately, this meant that the Local Authority were unable to offer some parents a place at the school.  The cut-off criterion was ‘pupils for whom it is the nearest school’ so the distance tie-breaker was used to decide who we could or could not offer places to.  We did not offer any places under the 5th priority.  If parents living further away have been offered places this could have been under a higher priority including Looked After Children, exceptional circumstances or siblings.  Also, the Local Authority does not operate a ‘feeder school criterion’ in Mole Valley so pupils’ current schools could not be considered.  Current legislation does not allow any admissions authority to give priority for school places to children whose families have attended a school in the past.  I therefore cannot agree that Surrey County Council has not adhered to its published admission criteria.

Regarding the cost of extra transport to the alternative schools offered, this would be less expensive compared to the cost of funding teachers for several years if the school admitted extra pupils over and above its published admissions number.  With regard to ‘greenhouse emissions’ in order to reduce these, should it prove necessary, the Local Authority would put on a coach or minibus to the alternative schools offered in order to reduce the number of extra cars on the road.

As soon as we can the Local Authority will look at the routes, Bridle Highway, 109 East Horsley and Bridle Highway, 131 Effingham to ascertain if they qualify as ‘made-up footpaths’.  Depending on that decision measurements will be redone and appropriate action taken if this proves necessary.

You will be aware that up until 15 March parents who have been offered Howard of Effingham have been completing reply slips accepting/refusing their school offer.  In past years a waiting list was established at the beginning of the Summer Term for unsuccessful applicants.  However, this year the Local Authority hope to be able to offer more places at the school from mid March onwards.  Past experience has shown that a substantial number of places will become available, and we are optimistic that the majority of pupils in the category ‘for whom, the school is the nearest’

will be offered places.  We will of course continue to monitor and review the situation in relation to Horsley residents.

In the meantime, I would also advise parents to lodge an appeal which can be withdrawn if and when their children are offered a place from the waiting list.

I hope this clarifies the situation.

Paul Mailer

Principal Manager for Admissions & Transport (Operations) 01483-517690
