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	08 March 2007


Dear Mr Wilson,

Although we no longer have children of school age we, as concerned residents, are writing to you to protest about the restriction of 31 children living in East and West Horsley villages from admission to the Howard of Effingham school.  We have lived at the above address for the past 25 years.  In all that time we have never known such a situation: a majority of pupils from the Raleigh infants’ school near our home in West Horsley has always gone on to the Howard.  Our own children made that transition in 1995 and 1998.  Now, not only have Horsley children been excluded from their nearest school, they have not even been offered the next nearest.

What process led to this revolution?  Did Surrey County Council foresee the consequences when it embarked upon its new policy?  According to the website of the Department of Education and Skills the new guidelines on applications policy include the statement:

“Schools and local authorities will be able to continue to use all other admission arrangements and oversubscription criteria which are widely considered to be good practice, including those which give priority to children who live nearest to a school; or within a particular catchment area.”

Why did SCC not continue with established catchment areas?  

Why, when discarding catchment areas in favour of those living nearest to a school, did it determine distances to homes by ignoring a made-up footpath that would encourage children of the Horsleys to walk or cycle to the Howard?  

When deciding policy, did SCC have uppermost in its mind the first priority of the Surrey Strategic Partnership’s  “Delivering the Vision” short term action plan, viz. “Increase regular physical exercise taken by children through cycling to school”?  Does SCC seriously consider that children will cycle from Horsley to Woking or Leatherhead and back each day?  Is it not more likely that a) they will bus or be driven to those distant locations; b) they would cycle if admitted to the Howard?  
On what basis were distances from the Howard school determined if parents requested free transport to school (the SCC website is peculiarly opaque on this): perhaps the lengths of circuitous bus routes? 

How did SCC come to the opinion that their new policy would expand the choice of school available to the parents and children of the Horsleys, in line with the professed objective of the new Government guidelines?

The decisions on these points seem to have been made with what can only be interpreted as an in-built bias against the Horsleys.  For the sake of openness (remember your Council’s policy as laid down in your constitution of “open, transparent and accountable decision-making”), please provide answers to the above questions, and also a percentage breakdown of the areas (Bookham, Fetcham, Leatherhead, Cobham etc.) from which admissions to the Howard for next year have been accepted.

The changes have been made with complete lack of prior consultation with parents, such that the only fair course open to SCC now is to sanction an extra class of Horsley intake to the Howard for this year.  There is precedence for this: our own daughter was part of a large intake in 1995, following appeals from the Cobham area, requiring an extra class.  The successful GCSE and A-level results that she and her year-group received at the Howard are evidence that temporary expansion by one class would not prejudice the education of the pupils in general.

Please be honest enough to admit that a mistake has been made and do all in your power to rectify the wrongs that have ensued.

Yours sincerely,

Kes & Linda Heffer

c.t. Mr Andrew Webster, Strategic Director, Services for Families, SCC
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      Councillor Jenny Wicks
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