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Monday 5 March 2007

Dear Paul Beresford,

REF School Admission Policy 2007/2008 – Entry to Howard of Effingham
from the Horsley’s

I’ve never written to an MP before, but then, I have never come across
a situation as absurd and outrageous as that affecting our local
community and the decisions that are being made for our kids on our
behalf without our being aware. 

I’m a resident in West Horsley with 3 children in The Raleigh, none of
which have been affected directly by this years failed secondary school
admissions policy, but they will be affected next year and the
subsequent year if this situation is to continue.  They are however
affected this year, as we all our, as a community with the Horsley’s
being split by, what can only be considered as a serious failure of the
admission policy.

The results of which is that Children from the Horsley’s have not been
admitted to the Howard of Effingham (unless under sibling or special
criteria rules) yet this school is significantly closer than any other
school and easily less than half the distance of any of the schools
from which places have been offered.

According to the admission policy guidelines it would appear the
Horsley’s have been completed left out of the initial round admissions
assessment, with no 1st,2nd or 3rd place preferences being provided to
children in the Horsley's, but instead have been given placements in
those schools left with available places.  Including a school for which
our children have to pass the Howard of Effingham to get too.  

Why has our children our community been discriminated against!!

The consequence of which must seriously contradict every; 
- Transport
- Environmental
- Social (community)
- Safety (protection for children having to travel by means of
1or more public transport which will take 45mins minimum – compared to
local school bus, which is a resources already in place)

rule the council has a duty to up hold.

I do not ask for an explanation, but DEMAND an explanation, as to how
such an absurd situation has arisen.  I assume we also have a ‘freedom
of information act’, that entitles us to a full explanation of the
councils decision making process.  This should include, not least a
detailed breakdown (including maps) highlighting where children from
different areas have been allocated places (other than sibling rules
etc) so we can understand the decision making process and how the
proximity to school rules have been taken into account.  Such that we
have a full explanation as to why children in the Horsley’s are being
told they have to commute 11miles (6miles) straight past the Howard of
Effingham to attend a school in Leatherhead.  Whilst I assume they will
be passing children heading the opposite direction to the Howard. 

Then I demand explanation as to how this situation will be amended for
future years, and what will be done for those that have been so unduly
affected and stressed by the situation this year. 

I understand that there appears to have been no change to the admission
policy over the previous years, other than an abolishment of the
preference rule. Has this caused some irregularity in the system that
had been overlooked?  Since I cannot believe anyone knowingly would
have supported a policy that provided such a ludicrous and farcical
outcome.

Yours Expectantly,

David Finch
A very concerned Father and member of the Horsley community.
