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09 March 2007
As Chair of the Horsley Villages ‘HorsleyintoHoward’ Action Group, I am writing to add my support to any appeal by individuals or groups against the recent damaging policy change imposed by Surrey County Council.

I do so because of the harm I feel it will do to Horsley as a whole community, and in particular because of pastoral concern for those children directly involved, and their families. Moving school is always a stressful time and I fear the consequences of this upset may not be easily forgotten. 
Surrey County Council (SCC) publish much supportive advice about managing the move from Primary to Secondary School within a leaflet called “education for change” the aim being to reduce the anxiety caused at this time of significant change. The close ties between The Raleigh and Howard of Effingham, have over the years developed to such a point where this transition is almost seamless; learning partnerships established etc. 

For 40 years children from Horsley have attended the Howard of Effingham. I call on those adjudicating in individual cases to fully consider the effect this incident is having on the children involved as the school place that they were being prepared for and have a right to under the "2007 admissions policy Fourth Priority", have been given away.

I understand government policy is to offer choice for parents. Application of this flawed (and now withdrawn for 2008) SCC policy has provided no choice. This dramatic change of policy, communicated at a very late stage in the academic year gives parents no options. 
Please heed the outcry of our community. This situation must be resolved.

Yours sincerely,

ADelaney

Reverend Anthony Delaney
Rector, St Mary’s Church West Horsley














