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This paper provides a timeline and details of relevant links to the documents which comprise the public record of events leading up to the Adjudicator’s September 2007 ruling.
On 6th March 2007, (six days after 2007 admissions letters were received, which resulted in 31 first born Horsley children not being offered places at the Howard in 2007), the full council of Surrey County Council (“SCC”) met to confirm the arrangements for the 2008 criteria. A request was made to re-consider the 2008 criteria in the light of the 2007 outcome. An assurance was given to review the 2008 arrangements. The minutes record this as follows: 

"Mr Barker proposed that the report be referred back to the Executive for further consideration. However, the Executive Member for Schools, Children and Youth Services gave an assurance that, in the light of this year’s experience, there would be a review of the Admissions arrangements for September 2008 entry and the proposal to refer the item back to the Executive was withdrawn." see Page 7 of http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/legcom/CouncilP.nsf/6009a57a94d915aa002568ff003f8091/b331fcf18890b010802572a70057bd92/$FILE/minutesCOUNCIL060307.pdf
On 9th May 2007, to meet its statutory requirements SCC published the 2008 admissions criteria, which was the same as the 2007 criteria with the exception of the distance measurement being straight line rather than by road or footpath see: http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/education/sbdb.nsf/printout/E5A4DBAAB0954A29802572D500487794?opendocument
 

On 5th June 2007 Surrey County Council published its admission review document which recommended that "An application to The School Adjudicator’s Office for an in- year variation is made."  see page 8: 
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/education/sbdb.nsf/printout/E5A4DBAAB0954A29802572D500487794?opendocument
This review led to the SCC variation submission to the Schools Adjudicator which proposed that admissions arrangements for the Howard would (after looked after children, exceptional circumstances & siblings) prioritise children attending 6 partner schools (The Raleigh, St Lawrence, The Dawnay, Eastwick, Oakfield and The Royal Kent), and utilise a simple distance measure as a means of further prioritising places in the event of oversubscription.
On 27th September 2007 the Adjudicator gave his ruling as contained in:

 "Document ADA1175 VAR275 Surrey.doc", see http://www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/upload/ADA1175%20%20VAR275%20Surrey.doc
Some excerpts of the Adjudicators ruling relevant to Howard admissions are;
"para 26. On the question of fairness, it is certainly the case that families living in urban areas are likely to have access to a wider range of schools than those living in rural areas: schools are provided in proportion to the populations they are to serve.  I do not consider that it is within the reach of a set of admission arrangements to compensate for this.  However, it is important that arrangements ensure that, as far as possible, every child can be confident of admission to at least one reasonably accessible school. To the extent that the arrangements as currently determined seem unlikely to secure this for a small but significant minority of children, they are not equitable."
"Para 27. In respect of admissions to the Howard of Effingham School the Council has accepted this. The Council’s proposed variation goes some way to addressing this problem, but is less secure than the residents of East and West Horsley might reasonably expect.  As the number of children in Year 6 of the partner schools is greater than the number of places in each year group at the Howard of Effingham School, the use of straight-line distance as a tie-breaker distance will mean that children from the Horsleys are significantly less likely to be successful, leaving at least a proportion of them confronting the same dilemma as was experienced in 2007."
"Para 29. I therefore uphold the objections received"
"Para 30. The revised oversubscription criteria section of the arrangements is attached as an appendix.  The revised arrangements incorporate the Council’s proposals for a list of nominated partner schools to secondary schools in Waverley and to the Howard of Effingham School; and, in respect of the Howard of Effingham Schools and Oxted School, replace the proposed straight-line distance tie-breaker with one which takes account of the distance to the nearest available alternative school."
"Para31. I have considered going further, introducing the preferred options of the objectors or introducing new catchment areas.  I have not done so, as I recognise the complexity of the local situation and the potential for further unintended or unpredictable consequences.  As a result I consider that, whilst the revised arrangements for 2008 are an improvement on the original version, they are capable of further refinement.  I understand that the Council has plans for further work on its admission arrangements.  I am therefore restricting the application of these changes to one year, allowing the Council to come forward with further refinements for subsequent years.  I know that this will disappoint some people who have expressed a wish for stability, but it is important not to lose the opportunity for further improvements."
